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Approaching virtualization with free tools
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Server virtualization is a critical technology. It strongly impacts on corporation financial plan saving on
power, cooling, building space, computers maintenance costs and hardware purchase and upgrade.

But it implies a high imitial investment: adopters are required to spend on new class of hardware, like
Storage Area MNetworks (SANs), on software and hardware redundancy, on more rational provisioning
procedures, and on training: virtualization is not something vou can implement without a solid knowledge
of operating systems, storage, networking, security, performances troubleshooting.

This is enough to discourage a lot of smaller companies, believing in technology benefits but considering
them a too long-term return on investment. But in most cases IT managers ignore many virtualization
wvendors are offering today valuable solutions for free, helping worldwide potential customers to embrace
technology faster and with lower costs.

Broad availability of free platforms, security and monitoring solutions, creates a unique opportunity for
institutions, SMBs and low-budgeted enterprise departments, to start small projects in a reliable way.

Platforms

First of all we need a virtualization engine and by chance it's here we really have the biggest opportunity
to =ave money.

Master of free virtualization platforms is for sure WMware with its Server and Flayer.

WMware Server used to be an enterprise virtualization platform called GS¥ Server with impressive
features and management capabilities for Windows and Linux operating systems.

At the end of 2005 with an unprecedented move WMware decided to release it for free, without any form
of limitation, conguering a big SMB market share. And since that time VMware Server still offers first-class
features like support for 32 and 64bits operating systems (including multiple editions of Windows, Linux
and Solaris), up to 2 virtual CPUs and 3,6GE RAM per virtual machine, capability to save virtual machine
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